In the afternoon of 21 May, a
century-old banyan tree outside the
Rhenish Church at the intersection of
Bonham Road and Honiton Road
collapsed, smashing the windshield of
a Correctional Services vehicle, and
injuring three pedestrians. In fact, [
inspected the tree with the
Conservation Manager of
Conservancy Association Mr. Ken So
and a representative of the Rhenish
Church on 13 May. Then I advised the
Church on the unfavourable

conditions of the tree, and suggested

that experts be employed and suitable

measures be taken to protect it.

Regrettably, the old tree, whose growth had been restricted in the past
two years, could not resist the attacks of fungi and termites. Who should be
held responsible for its falling and causing injuries? Since the tree had been
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found in bad
conditions two years.
ago, a number of
salvaging measures ;.?-
were taken, but all
without awvail.
Worse still, they

hastened its collapse. g
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Was this the fault of the cunscrvatiunﬁcompany? Was it the Church's?
Should the Government not be held responsible to a certain degree?
Subsequently, 1 tabled a paper on tree conservation for the District

Council's discussion.

[ have also organized a talk on the subject, with tree conservation
expert Mr. Ken So giving residents and incorporated owners, a brief on
the relevant know-how. Then I arranged a tree inspection trip, with the
unit head and an tree expert of the LCSD taking part, with a view to
preventing cases like that of the Rhenish Church tree.l appeal to you all
to help protect trees in the district. Should you find trees in unfavourable

conditions, please do not hesitate to inform me for follow-up actions.

Since removed to the ground floor level of Ning Yeung Terrace on
1 March this year. my office receives quite a number of community
members every day, either making enquiries or lodging complaints. The
various activities staged by us have also enjoyed wide support in the
community, for which 1 wish to record my sincere thanks. It had long
been my desire to set up my office in the University Constituency, and
to make available a more spacious venue for residents' wvarious
functions. This wish was fulfilled with the move to Ning Yeung Terrace.
Further, I have used my personal resources to employ an additional staff
to help further upgrade the quality of my service. It is truly gratifying to

see that visits to my office by community members are increasing.







